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Interesting Narrative of Trip
Tnto Interior of the
Country.

GLORY OF THE TROPICS

Winter Sun Shines Brightly
Above the Palm
Trees.

By FELIX NIETO DEL RIO.
Fpecially wrifton for the Latin Americon
Bection of Tam Bun,
I

At five o’clock In the merning the train

of daybreal, is made llvely by the pres-
os of many pasgpengeras who, having
also arrived the previous day, are mak-
Ing preparation to leave for the different
¢itles of the country. The station is of
the North American type but one readily
peen that It has been neglected.

m!mtwmumm

the preosding
w my notloe that made me very sad:
the rusty ralls with the axception of one
betrayed the lack of mctivity and the
consequent privations fait in this region.

No detali is useless and unworthy, of
note on & Journey across a district witere
history has precipitated a oatarmot of
sronts In the short space of five years,
becausa the intensity of the bappenings
ls reflected in even the most trivial
matters

8o it ts that upon starting my journey
for the intertor of Mexice I wish to be
impertinently Inguisitive,

strange allenocs that seema to

from the slerrn together with the break-
ing dawn, carrying e mysterious sensa-
tlen of revolution, bloodshed, bandits
hidden in the woods and unknown catas-
trophe. Such Is the power the psople speak
of with awe. I know thal one travels with
more ease than Iin other times; however,
| cannot separate mysslf from & vagues
tear. It s not In reality fear, because
under no conslderation would I

up my plan for penetrating the interior
of Mexico In its Inquietude

Like Journey in “"Resurrection.”

My wifs, who la acqualntsd with the
history of Mexico and has been advised
« thousand times against golng to that
country, is anxious to sse It all

Groups of wretched people lylng om
the floor of the station bagin to awaksn
and, arranging thelr tattered clothing,
luggage and children, proosed to take
thelr placea In the third class cars which
are as miserable and uncomfortabls as
those described by Tolstoy in his "Resur-
rection” when the hero of the movel
starts upon his trugle journey to Siberis
to follow his beloved harlot.

The enormous hats hide In great part
the faces of thess men; the women
wrapped in ahawis are loaded with all
their belomgings,

Further on are several soldlers talking
and taking ecoffea with frittars near an
ambulant kital;en that fills the air with
a amell of bolling fat and scalded mdlk

Our “Pullman™ la wery fullk The
lghted clgars show up
against the darkness of the car. Every
one |8 talking and laughing, but all the
din is as noshing compared to the cries
of & youngster who is hungry; nothing
tis interests him just thea,

Suddenly a strident whistle is heard
o the distance and rapldly approaches
us. 1t is the exploring train that comes
to procsed us on tha read to find out
It any gang of suspicious persons are
Iying In walt to atiack oor traln.

The mountain range s infastad with
bandits, who know full well when the
passenger steamers arrive iIn Vera Crus
and when an attack on the trains for
the interior of Mexlco Is best worth
while.

But as the Government ia well aware
of the habits of these “Fellcist gangs”
It doubles its vigilance along the routs in
& way that an attack Is very rarely
weeensful. Thus I am Informed by per-
wns making the trip with me

A little later the traln is out in the
pen country, where the winter sun ap-
pears above the palm trees In the east
The sun .of Mexico s golng to bs my
best friend for a long time: In this cen-
trul valley it seeams brighter and more
gentle than all the other msuns of the
world.

The morning |8 clear, tha alr refreah-
Ing. Vera Cruz disgppears from view
with her towers and roofs In a ple-
turesque heap.

After three hours of travel the forest
sequires ma Impoeing exuberance In
which the wvesetal glory of the troples
reaches Its helght.

Tha deep ereeks xigsag among the
banana trees hiding dark and fresh cut
rocks and waterfalls that fall musioally
fown the sides of the mountain, whare
everything sings an eternal song of the
wiid life which ls still to-day the virgin
il of our America, Hills covered with
4  verdure beyond description are
separated by canyons which it does not
e possible the ralls can pass over,
and as soon as & desp preciplce Is
boardered the traln penetrates & deep
furest of wild banana trees that brings
o the mind scenss of primitive
chroniclers. We pass through one more
tunnel when another green cliff appears.
Everything Is green, all over is light
The traln rolls along the old path used
befora by the stage conches and deserib-
g aufacious eurves that after half an
hour leave um acrosa the canyon face to
:r.\ with the spot where we were be-
ofe.

Arrival at Cordoba,

Cardoba, the necidental eaplital of Vera
Crus, with its red tiled roofs and Bpan-
Ish architecturs, comes to view unex-
Pectedly amidst the cultivated land and
e deep forest. Here the Governor of
Vera Crus, Gen, Candido Aguilar, youth-
ful hero of the reveolution and for whom
I have a letter from ths Charge 4'Af-
faltes of Moxioo imn Chile, has coma to
Wpend his honsymoon., Gan. Agullar is
Minister of Forelgn Relations of Car-
fanta. I am told he ls & young man of
xtraordinary character and that his
maother urged him to enlist in the revo
ltion when Huerta killed Madero; his
military administration has been pru-
fent and honest, endearing him to the
Vera Cruzane, whom he governs from
the palace at Cordoba.

Very beautiful flowers are sold in the
fation. A multitude of peopls who
though humble are mnot poor, offer
"=eety and delfcacies to the travellers
The landscape gives one the sensation
o weep In the heat of middsy. The
winter of the troples is hot.

Further ahead the forest continues and
"ow and then we see the three lJoco-
Motlves of the explorimg train. Before
e brldge of Metlao we stop; & small
™ fay advising caution has been dls-
Bayed. The exploring train has gone
thead wnd only after s guarter of an
Bour tha sound of = whistle is heard,
& sund that the echo reproduces in-
fimiely while we continue to climb the
Miside, During the revolution many
fiine were wrecked in thess parts by
Wiching a bomb that had been placed
%8 the ratls eausing them to fall into the

s below,
Wo are spproaching Orizaba. The

~ Mw capped peak rises up behind the

with a soversign majesty.
2 prairies where wheat and

Tana numerous frult trees

CHILEAN TRAVELLER
| WRITES OF MEXICO

are cultivated
supply the wants of this Imluurh.J
ba s & oentre of great

Leon Signoret,
BOTNe years be-
a commaercial com-

were Chileans he
to make our acquaintance be-
cause he still conserves a profound mym-
pathy for our country, of which he sald
things not to be repsated here so as net
o oall forth the reproach always placed
agninat the Chileans—thelr admiration
for the mother vountry. A Spaniard, a
merchant whose acqualntance I made on
the steamer, did not hide hin surprise
1o see that M. Hignoret was so Inter-
ested In us The old Frenchman. had
not surprised ma and 1 could not there-
fore explain the obssrvations of the
Mnlll:tm-idhmlnnlwtuu

an enormous break In the wegetation

churches seom to sleep at the foot of the
hills, and isolnted hamlets divide them-
molvea at the end of dusty roads along
which ean be sesn mlusteers on foot at
the side of thelr pack mules. The ma-
tions are like the stopping places of the
Chilean farma. From some extend a line
of wagons drawn by mules Into the corn-
flelds and the “agavea” The heat and
the dust make the cromsing suffocating.

Meets Gruesome Sight.

The people crowd at the windows to
seo us pams, The train stops short, A
band of marauders are keeping sinister
watch of a hanged man whose rigid
body from a post by order of the
military justlcs and whose black wsoul
recks in the Infernal regiona. The birda of
prey do not touch him, but only mount
watch of the decayed body, from the ex-
tremities of which, as from a wine akin,
hangs & bloody spittle, which marka the
place where the bandit and his compan-
lons expected to attempt & crime against
the public safety. 1 shall never-forgel
the face of that man.

During the last hour M. Signoret has
been telling me that the lands crossed by
the rallroad was the "latumdio* of a
potentate who without ttle hald this na-
tional property. He was only able to
cultlvate a small portion of it, while
thousands of citizsens went hungry In
thelr missry, together with this opulent
sentleman,

Ths revolutionists want thess large
estates, held without legitimnte title, and |
an they originally belonged to the State,
to be returned to the State to be divided
among the national (native) colonints,
who have been deprived of everything
by ths monopolistic tendency of an In-
signiicant minority. In the meantime,
fhe Government has taken possession of
these landa, and this Is pne of the very
rorious motives for the opposition to
Carransa on the part of the old owners,
who clalm they have been dlspossessed
of thelr property. It mam be that
among thess sinners thers are some who
are just. The revolution was not msade
by the saints

Vast pralries have already given thelr
harvest of corn, which recall the wheat
fields of Argentina, a source of bounty
where Pan rejolces and where Mercury |
glves out merry tales

Mexlvo, with ita 2,000,000 square ki-
lometerw, hardly exploited under the re-
gimoe and the lgnorance of the' masses,
oan becomes & granary as mportant as
that of the Rio Plata. In SBouth America
woa have not the faintest idea of what
the magnificent Mexlcan country truly la

With the nightfall we wpproach ths
capital, which can be seen In the dis-;
tance through a dellcate phosphorescencs,
We pasa Ban Juan de Teotlhuacan, fa-
mous for Its pyramids of the Axtecs; we
cross the Ingoon of Rexceooco,. which han
often flooded the streets and the canals
of Tenochitlan, and we soon come up o
the station of Mexlco, with an Infinite
need of rest after just two months'
travel from BSantlago of Chile to this

(To be Continued.)

CHICAGO OPENS
MEXICAN TRADE

Practical Scheme Is to Be Put
in Operation.

To encourags the Immedlate develop-
maent of trade between Chlcago and Max-
ioo, the Chicago Assockition of Com.
mercs 18 to open at once a branch office
in Mexioco City. H. H. Garver, forslgn
trads commisaioner of the assoclation,
has left for Mexico, And It Is expected
that the new ofMce will be In full opara-
tion within & few weeks. The plan of
the Mexlean bureau of the assoclation,
with headquartors In Chicagn, Is to pro.
vide for the needs of the present wmitua-
tion with respett to commerce and
frisndly relations with Mexico. In ad-
dition to the ofMce In Mexloo City others
will be opened at various points In Meax-
fco as quickly as developments warrant

Inquiries for American goodms will bae
telegraphed or cabled by representatives
in the flald. Thess will be communicated
to firms listéd with the bureau which
are In a position to supply the desig- |
nated articles. Bids will be forwarded
through the Chicago hesadquarters, and
when business is closed the feld repre-
sentative will act as the agent of the
concern making the sale. He will be
compensated on & commisslon baals, the
rate to be agreed ypon at the time the
bid s forwarded. The Mexican trade
bureau is to be operated as nearly an
possible on & self-supporting basis, each
interested firm paying « registration fee
of §5. Necesmary expenses and telograph
and oable tolls will be prorated among
thoss directly involved.

1t i reported that the Mexican burean
of the Chicago Awsociation of Commerce
fs not to De permanent, but Is In th
nature of a ploneer, blasing the tral] for
Individual firms to follow., The benefits
of its work will not be limited to Chioago
companies; they will bs extended
throughout the Miswissipp! Valley. The
new enterprise ls the direct resull of
the recent vimit to Mexico of the dele-
gation of the Mississipp! Valley Aswo-
olimibedy,

RANS RAGER 0
RECRIVE VISITORS

Foreign Culture and Methods
Make Strong Appeal to
Thelr Imagination.

ARE KEEN FOR PROGRESS

Travellers Entertained With
Hospitality That Is Given
Most Liberally.

By GMACIELA MANDUJANO,

end untamed ; put
desart and he will
barrier, master the
turl.n into fertile soll

this s the reason why

natives of Chile, in spite of belng
ambiltious and ng natlon, still
retaln that happy contentmaent, that
Qguiet mense of humor that has ghven
them everywhere the reputation
:?lncumrnlw,w‘&umo-
Happily there are numberiess emam-
ples giving evidence that Chilsans care
And dare, and of their confident, un-
daunted determination. It 8 worth
mentioning, for Instance, the feat of the
who a faw

2

promising llvea of both countrias.

One can imagine him secretly making
plans and studying the route followed by
the only other aviator, also a Chillean,
who not long ago succeeded In “golng
over the top,” and then, ignoring dan-
Fers and regulations, with a grin on his
face and a determined look in his eyes
e him salling away over the clouls, as
#00n as he had wings to fy, just like &
bad boy who had not been abie to re-
maln wtihin the school walla

The telegram he sent from the other
slde, apologising for his lack of dis-
clpline and giving an aecount of his
fight, only begmed for permissisn to re-
turn to the country by the way ho jeft,
and, duly authorizsed, back hs flew uver
peaks 20,000 feet high, repeating the
daring adventure that means glory for
him and for the natien

But thie strength and will to conquer
nature and its cbetacles cannot bs given
as the only cause of the progress made
or as the only hope for’future advance.
For Chileans are also open mindel and
ready to profit by other psople's sxperi-
encea.  Marvels accomplished In other
Iands have niways appealed to thelr ro-
mantic Imagination, and if this great ad-
miration of forelgn culture and methods
has kept within safe limits It is only due
to the Chlleans' extrems _natiopalistic
feeling. e

Again we might attribute to the geo-
praphical situntion of the country this
Important eharacteristic of its Inhabl-
tants; its Isotaton has only served as an
incentive to thelr innate spirit of adven-
ture. While & conslderable number of
Chiloan working men, carried away by
the desire to rove through many landm
form at present a good percentage of
the armles of men who do the heaviest
and humblest work in the navies of the
world, it s only a few who have the
means or tha opportunity for travelllag
At sass In faraway countries

For thoss who remain at homs, form-
Ing the great majority, it is the for-
oigners who visit the country who are
the true representatives of a superior
ciltura. Perhaps it would be easy to
datect at times w certain unreaponable,
subconsclous admiration for the Eng-
lshman or the Frenchman, fust because
theyY are unable to speak any other lan-
Fuage than thelr own. The traditions of
thelr countries are always respected, as
alsd their customs and religion, although
somaetimen they may cause surprise.

Add to this serme of wonder the tra-
ditional, exquisite hospitality of the
Chilean household.  For, although the
mnfority of the houses may lack the
comforta ta which the forelgn travaller
is acoustomed,, although the home of hin
host may be nothing but m rickety old
rancho in ths country, where is the
traveller so careful of his bodily comfort
that he would not appreciate in its trus
value the simple and sincers grecting of
welcome: “Heta en su cose, semor”
(“This I» your home, sir."')

The visltor will ocoupy the prettiest
room with the bast bed In the house, sven
If the whola household may be Llncon-
venienced by doing so; at the table he
will kit by the father and be served tha
bast cuts and daintieat dinhes; dusty
bottles of old sparkling wine will we
brought In his honor from the dark-
est corner In tha cellar; the girle will
woar the prettliest frocks and a demure
smile, while the boys with wide opaned
ayen forget thele hunting expeditions to
walt for an opportunity to ask bim &
fow quentions ss soon as they overcome
thelr shyneas. In a word, the fact o
being n foreigner is a title of honar,

If, Instead of being a casunl visitor,
tha foreigner plans to live and struggle
among the paople of the country, making
it his parmansnt home, he may oount
In advance upon the respect of Lhe peo-
ple with whom hs has to deal. Thers
will be no anvy for his suocess and no
diMoulty in the way of achleving it,

S0 why wondersthat forelgners who
have visited the country want W stay
there and make It thelr home, If they
And wdmiring friends In hoapltable
homas, tolerance and reapect, beautiful
surroundings, restful life and oppor-
tunities for working and galning fame
in that Hite, hidden nest of intellectual
magples who have known how o gather
from everywhere the real gems of mod-
orn civilization?

BUENOS AYRES SHOW OFF.

Owing to the deplorable shipping and
labor conditions In the Argentine, the
American National Exhibition, which
was to have been held In Buenos Ayres
on Novembér 12 to December 14, 1819,
has been abandonasd,

Plans for the exhibition have been
under way since 1315, when the ex-
hibitots 6f thse Panama-Pacific Interna-
tional Exposition At San Francisco
unanimously decided that Buenos Ayres
wowld ba the best city for American
manofacturers to display their prod

teoll fertiliser. Bome nitrats from the

way, remember we are

c. i. f. any port in the
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DOMESTIC OFFICES
Nerfolk

AMERICAS FIRST!

South Americans! When you are in New York,
drop in and see us, for if we can assist you in any

always at your service.

We want you to bring back to your native country
a very pleasant memory of your visit to the U.S. A.
Let the slogan of the two great continents, North
and South America, be AMERICAS FIRST!

THE MATLOCK COAL & IRON
PORATION is in position and will gladly quote

COR-

World on the following

material: Coal, Coke, Pig Iron, Iron and Steel
Articles, Dyestuffs, Cardboard, Asbestos, Cement,
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HOTELS.

HE McAL PIN maintainsits
leadership in the hotel world by
continually creating and adopting the
newest in comliort, convenience and
luxury. The charges remain moderate.

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF

L. M. BOOMER

PERU AGRICULTURE
MARKED BY VARIETY

Climate, Altitude, Posgition
and People Contribute to
Conditions.

Nature has gtven to Peru the sploe
of agricultural life If varlety Is a de-
termining factor. For agricultural con-
dittsons In Peru depend more directly
on climatls, altitude, position and tha
people than almoat anywhere else on

the globe, and she has them all In
great wariety.
One can mall along ths Feruvian

coast for a thousand miles or so and
wonder if wuch a gorgeous hued desert
can be productive of anything at all
and Is given answer by the wonderful
productivenses of the almost fifty river

valleys which stand out aa green ocases
along the barren shore ilne. The soll
tn rich and fertile, but needs water to
make It produce, In Lima they say It
rains once In fourteen yoars, but |t
never really ralne as understood In
North' Amarlea. Umbrellas are a drug
on the market. The abeence of raln ia
caused by all the molsture In the alr
belng precipitated ams rain on the east-
ern slopea of the Andes am ths molsture |
Inden winds blow mcross South America |
from the Atlantlo Ocean ovar the Andes
and down to the coast of Peru.

The comal region of Peru botween
the Pacific and the Andes Mountaine i
on an average eighty miles wide, and
where traversed by rivers ls cultivated
by irrigation, so that where tha water
supply from the rivers ls plentiful Peru
is at an sdvantage as compared with |
countries which depend on rain for |
thelr crops. Sumar cane, cofton and |
rice are chlefly grown In ithe coastal |
region and In this reglon modern ma-
ohinery *and methode are umed to a
great extent, though there is need for |
an Increasing use of the best types ntl
ugricultyral machinery, a nesd which
has been recognised by sending a com-'
marcial delention to other countries 1

At present the most important agri-
cultural section of Peru Is the coastal
reglon, as virtually all of her sugar
cane, colton and rice, tha threa major:
staples, are grown In this megion on
great plantations using up to date ma-
chinery, BSoma of her cotton s the
fineat grown, commanding high prices,
and her sugar cane, dus to favorable
poll and Irrigation, has an exesptionaily
high sugar content so that Peru s &
favorable  fleld for agricultural devel-
opment, aA & far greater coastal area
oan ba brought under cultivation than
at present. The Government long ago
eatahlished a Nationnl Bohool of Agri-
culture and Veterinary Sclence, an well |
aa an experimental station for the study
of sugar.

Huge Guane Deposits,

Peru has s great agricultural asast
In the large guano deposits on the sl
ands off the coast The droppings of
the lterally millions of pelicans, gulls
and other birds make a pecullarly rich

former Peruvian, now Chilean, nitrate
felds 1s also used for this purposs. Ab-
sence of rain is thus in soms respects

blessi in disguise, as hard raina

organization of management of
tha exhibition was to have bean under
the direction of the North Amaerican
Exhibition Byndleate, which was In-
porated unfler the laws of the State of
New York for the purpose of holding an
exhibition -of  American manufactured

o

\‘oodl in Buenos Ayres,

-
would have washed away the guano and
nitrate deposits and never have stimu-
iated the Peruvians to irrigation, which
is the best method of farming.

Totally different from the coastal belt
in most of thelr characteristics are the

other two regions of Peru. the slerra

k“d the montana. The slerra Is the

mountaln region; the slopea of the moun-
tains with the valleys between. Here
théere are gradations from ths desert
conditlona of Lhe coast through tem-
perats to arctic condtions on the moun-
tain tops, which, though near the esgum-~
tor, are soma of them mo high (the
highest {s more than 22,000 feet above
soa lavel) as to have glacier capn. The
Andes run in three parallel ranges wit

fertile wvalleys hetween, In which th

waters of the mighty Amason start om
their long Journey across South America
On the eastern slope of the Andes there
Is agaln a gradation from the arctlio
through the temperate to the trople
Jungla reglon of the Amazonian plain or
montana. The alerra reglon of the
mountain alopes and wvalleys, with the
sastern slopes of the Andes eaxtending
down through ths sub-tropleal belt to
the tropleal forest, is destined to be the
future agricuitural reglion of Peru, for
there I8 InsulMiclient water for Irrigation
on the ocoast to suport & large future
populution,

In tha slerra region sugar cane flelds
and vineya in the lower warmer
valleys; abdve thess malze, wheat, oats,
barley and alfalfa grown on mountain
slopes, while higheat of all, above 13,000
feet elevation, only the native potatoes
and quinua will thrive Potatoes which
we call Irtsh really are descanded from
those grown in the alarra reglon of Peru
and the south of Chile. On the eastern,
montana, slopes of the Andes grow sugar
cane, lobacco, coffes, cocoa, cacan, &c
In fmot, there In no limit to what oan
be grown here when tha land Is cleared,
transportation provided and agricultural
machinery introduced.

Peru's crying need has been and is
rieana of communication, a fact which
the Government fully appreciated, for
from using trails Peru went inte bulld-
ing reillroads without the intermediate
step of road construction. It Is pro-
poved to extend the famous Central
Rallroad aof Peru, the highest In the
world, down iInto the montana region,
which will ba a long step toward open-
Ing this region to agriculture, but tha
dificulty of construction of such a rail-
road s conalderable, dus to mountain-
ous country, forests and ralns, without
consldaring financisl reasonn

Three Classes in Peru.

The real agricultural population ‘of
Peoru, the Cholos, Is also in the slerra
region. Peru has roughly three classes:
The whites of Epanish descent and the
meplison (Bpanish Indian) ; the Cholos
or Quechun Indians, once subject to
the Incas, and ths wild, barbaric
Indiang of the jungles. Span.
Ish and mestizos (o some axtent con-
wiitute the ruling and professional class,
the mestizsog and Cholos the laboring
clasw in the slerra. But the Cholos are
naturally agricultural in their pursuits
and are more numerous than the other
cluEpen.

The Indlana sre as addicted to
cocn chewing as & New Yorker to
chewing sxum, ss the cocaine thus Im-
bibed 1s u wonderful stimulant and en-

ables them to work hard on acanty nnur-[

Ishment. In order to rid himaelf of ths
bliter taste of the coca leaves the
Cholo takes mn even more bitter white
powder with It. The Cholo Is the agri-
cultura! laborer the Peruvian Govern-
ment will have to educats up to the ypse
of modern machinery and methods when
developlug farming in the serras in the
distant future, but for an Indian he is
remarkably docils sand cheerful. There
is yet possible a great agricultural de-
velopinent in the coastal reglon before
it will reach its limit of production and
murke necassary the modernizing of the
tarming of the Cholo of the slerras Of
course, thers are In the slerra region a
number of falrly modernly equipped
plantations, but these are owned not by
the Cholos, but by whites or mestizsos,

In the montana region, which will be
tha last to be developed for agricultural
neads, the Inhabltants are wild Indlans
calied chunchos, who roam the denwe

Jjungles hunting for thetr living, and sel.
dom engaging In agriculture. Though
farming may not thrive in this region
for a long time aven after it la claared,
it may serve for raiming llve stock, and
meanwhile Is a vast storehouss of nat-
ural resources; valuable woodw, medlicl.
nal harbs and barks, rubber, tropical
fruits, minarmis, &o.

There s a great future lying here
walting for capital to step In with mod-
ern appliances and makas this yast acre-
age remunarative.

ECUADOR NOW SEEKS
AMERICAN PRODUCTS

After Four Years of Hard
Times Prosperity Returns.

May 24, 1015,

Editor Latin American Department
Tus BuN—S8ir: Bcuador during the
great world war was In & very bad

! Anancial position owing Yo the fact that
Its maln export product, namely cocos
beans, was more or less boyocotied the
world over as & luxury. England lim-
ited o & very small amount the im-
portation of ¢ocoa, and this amount waa
covered by the production of the British
ocolonles. France was a closed market
for our product, dus to the scarcily of
tonnage, and in the United Biates of
America it was allocated ta a oertaln
amount for each country

Our princlpal market In pre-war times
was Hamburg, but when war was do-
clared In Europe that market was dle
carded, and owing to tha faols maen-
tioned in the above paragraph the mit-
uation became very <ritical, Eouador
sxports yearly on an average of £30,000
to 900,000 bags of cocon, of which up to
November 1 of last year there was 300~

dor at Guayaguil and 115,000 bags which

Bank of the Americas, Inc, In New
York.
The scarcity of Now York exchange

due to the fact that we were unable to

fmports brought an abnormal exchange
situation, the rate of sxchange golng up
as high as 5.40 sucres for §1 American
gold, normal rate belng 208 sucres
for §1.

After the armistice wis signed busl-
ness In cocon beans atarted lively all
over tha world and we have been able
to dispose of the larye stock held at
Ouayaquil and the bhest part of this erop

The present prices in New York of
Guayaqull, Arriba and Machala cocoa
have reached the high mark of 23
cents and 13 cents a pound respective-
ly and with every tendency to & raise,

Thia new situation has brought the
exchange on dollars Lo 315 (suores)
and at par on pounds sterling

The time is rips In Ecudor, after four
| vears of very hard times, for the sale
jof genaral merchandise. Tha country
{hae entared u period of prosperity and
neturally now that A new ers has ar-
rived and money {8 abundant the mer
ichants are anxious 1o buy, especially
|after reallsing that the present prices
nre pot liable to drop and in somes cases
will advance conaldernbly,

o as_to give an idea of buying con.
dittens 1 would llke to mention that
|dur1n¢ the month of April I was able
|

to sell direct fram New York to Ecuador
from the various representations that
|I handle $80,000,

Positively there Is & great opportun.
Ity for the Amearican manufacturer in
Heundor, not only for the present but
for the future control of BEeuadorian
busineas, it they are willing to apom.
modate the cllents in thelr requiremants
and extend credits of 60 and %0 days
sight,

RaALPH A, DiLrow,

Ex-Manager of the Forelgn Depart-

ment of tha Battery Park National
Bank, and at present manufactus-
ers’ agent for Ecuador,

000 bags stored In the warshouses of |
the Asoclacion de Agricultores del Ecun- |
| in this wonderful Amaszonlan territory,

they had consigned to the Mercant!le | whileh more than 100 years ago the
| sreat

export sufficlently to balance with our | ,q4,strial

Food For Europe

FOOD was one of the great problems of the war. American genius

and productive power solved it. Today this same genius is
carrying food into the waste places of chaotic Europe, and America’s
winter wheat crop promises more than 837,000,000 bushels.

A great proportion of this food passes through the port of New York.
In arranging banking facilities, consider the fact that the Atlantic
National Bank is closely allied with shipping and produce lines, and
offers every form of domestic and foreign banking service where
progressive methods and a spirit of cooperation are beneficial.

ATLANTIC

National
Broadwey-Opposite

OUR Barcelona branch, the only Ameri-

Spain, offers exceptional
facilities to those engaged in Spanish com-
merce. It is a depositary of the United
States Government and is thoroughly conversant with Spanish
financial conditions and documentary usage.

Drarrs passing through our hands for collection in any part
of Spain will receive prompt attention.
MAr we send you a folder describing our facilities and con-
taining names of our other foreign branches and affiliations?

MERCANTILE BANK

OF THE AMERICAS

An American Bank for Foreign Trade
44 PINE STREET

can bank in

NEW YORK

e .

BRAZIL’S MANGROVES ARE
GREAT SOURCE OF WEALTH

Bank
CityHall

Bark Much in Demand for

—New Process of Extraction Cuts
Transportation Costs, |

Use in American Tanneries
{

By JONE C, ALVES DE LIMA,

Brasilian Consul-General and Inepector
of Breillon Consulates in Central
America, North America and Adsio

SBpecially wriftem for the Latin American
Section af Tne Sun.

One of BErasil's most lucrative yet
almom undeveloped msources of wealih
llus in the exploltation of her mangroves,
which fourish in countiess thousands in
a wild state along the river areas bor-
dering her northern coast. Here we
bave proximity to ocean trade routes
and w number of good safe harbors
avallable.

On the middle and northeast coast of
Brazll, covering an extensive line, peor-
haps 2,000 miles long, nature has pro-
viced mn extrmordinfiry favorabls loca-
1lion for the gantherlng of mangrove
lhuk. one of the moal needad Ingredi-
| enta for tanning Induatriea
| formation of the lund, the numerous
lcoaltal creeks wnd rivers easlly aocces-
| ibls and often navigable for good mzed
‘:vr-el;, meat all tha reguirements of
| economlo exploitation. BEwven the smaller
rivers are very near to large streama

The con-

naturalist Humboldt prophesied
| would supply the world with an abun-
dance of its most needed medicinal and
chemistry Ingrediants,

Twe Tons From an Acre.

How many times, travelling from Sun-
tos, our coffes ssaport. have I notleed
those vast areas of mangroves on their
stilted rvots without realizing the enor-
mous wealth they offered to the tanning
industry, Often one could see areas of
hunureds of thousands of ucres covered

withh an uninterrupted and thick .rowlhl

of these rapldly growing tress, whoss
| bark ls In constant demand in American
tarncries.

On an average from one and one-half
to two tons of bark can be gathered
from ons acre

There are two specles
from which the bark Is
commarcial purposas, viz:
the black.

The red Is the most
grows s a gnarled and stunted (ree,
peldom more than twenty fest high
Thene troes flourish In the estuaries of
Irivers und bays on land |nundated mt
I high tide. The stiited roota often raise
the trunk from five to elght feet ubove
the msandy mud wharein It growa and
thls trunk branchas out fresly on all
wides From the trunk propsr and the
larger branches the bark of commares is
taken, It in thick and coruscated and
gits joosely on the timber no that & sharp
blow with & hard wood or lron imple-
rhent caumses It to My off n chunks As
It is quite brittle long slabs are the ex-
ception. On a full grown tres this bark
is sometimes three-quarters of an inch
thick and avernges ahout one-half lnch,

In some places the bark la beaten off
the tree In site.  In others the trees are
felled, the mmall branches lopped off and

of mangrove
gathered for
tha red and

cOmmMon. 1

.

the trunk removed to higher ground back
from the mud, above high water mark,!
Hera the operation of stripping the bark|
I8 carried on In the vicinity of ilry!n."
barbacues or sheds |
BHefore being dried the chunks of bark
Are reduced Lo fina shreds to render the
drying process more thorough and rapid,
When dry the mass |8 tightly preased
intn bags and shipped. |
The black mangrove i a much larger,
tree, which stands thickly In serried!
ranks in tha river eatuaries, covering
many square miles of mud banka Often,
there are from 200 to 300 (rees to the
acro, The trunks are stralght and tall!
llks firs and attain a helght of thirty-five|
or forty feet at full growth and a diams,
ater of parhaps one foot at the baso
Whila the wood of the red mangrove
s uned for firewood anly —and
count of Ita high heating properties it
forine an oxcellent fuel -the timber of
the black mangrove s used for raftera,
Jolstn, ete., In bullding operations In
fact, the timber Is highly prized owlng
o ita Imperviousnass (o Insect aitacks,
sspecially to the dreaded white ant.

on  Ale

Heds Matare in Five Yeuus.

The red mangrove growe (o full mas-
turity in about five years, the black in
about ten, Both grow from seods borme
on the twige from which, when ripe, thay
fall into the waler, This séed |s shaped
somewhat like an Indian c¢lub, from 8 to
8 Inches long and apout & inch In di-
ameter at the base At the upper snd
is the embryonic plant Inclosed In a 4l
minutive sheath. When droppad in the
water this seed floata vertically and In
earried about by the tide and wind untfl
It strikea the soft come, where it ia ar-
chored, aminted oftemn by the waves,
which drive the conleal lower end of the
seed firmly into the mud. Tha forming
of the rootiets, which spread quiokly Into
the surrounding mud, takes place within
A Tew days. The sheath on tap bursta
and the embryonie trees ls launched on
ita growth The development Is rapld
and in a few months the plant Is severh)
feat above the water,

Thene wonderful plants are land bulid-
ern par excellence. The sediment and
debris carried down by the rivers and
crenks Is caught by the myriad roote In.
cansantly makigg new wsoll along the
banks and In the estuaries. Should 1=
Lappen that u few seeds patch hold on »
shoal or bar way out in the bay, In »
short time a tiny Island la formed, con-
stantly enlarged an thé number of plants
and volume of sadiment arcund them In-
oreane,

The exploitation of wsuch extensive
| mAngrove areas would naturally be dons
| in seotions, 80 that by the tima the last
wiaas reached, the firat sectlon would hawve
had ample time to grow up again,
|  The recent inventlon In France of m
process of extracting from the bark the
tanning  Ingredients makes the man
grove extract Industry henceforth much
mare profitable by reducing Immensely
the cost of transpartation to market

Whils the mangrove plant has been
famiilar for many years, its alluring poss
stbilities have not been realised, "
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